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PANTHER POST FEBRUARY 2011

Dear Parents and Students,

As this is our first newsletter since the winter holidays, | want to wish everyone a Happy
New Year. | look forward to 2011 being marked with many successful accomplishments
throughout our school community.

As a reminder, please keep an eye out for your child’s report card that will be issued on
February 9". Make sure to celebrate their successes and focus on any challenges as we
make our way through the second half of the year.

With second semester well underway, enrollment for the 2011-2012 school year is right
around the corner. We will begin the enrollment process with the recommitment of current
students. To ensure your child has a seat for the new school year please complete the
recommitment form either online or by submitting a hard copy to the homeroom teacher.
Re-enrollment information will be included with your child’s report card. Please be prompt in
returning this important information. To ensure your child’s spot for next year, it is
imperative the recommitment letter be returned by the deadline date of Friday, February
25th.

In addressing extracurricular activities, our programs are very active. Fine Arts have
multiple activities moving forward and we hope that many of you get an opportunity to see
our talent. On the athletic front, our winter season is coming to an end with District
competitions and our spring season is underway with practices taking place in all sports. In
addition, our clubs are continually active and providing a great service to our community.
Please check out our website for all of the current updates in these areas.

Finally, please be reminded the FCAT testing will begin in March with the writing
assessment followed by the other assessments in early April. As you know, at Coral
Springs Charter we focus on the Sunshine State Standards and believe all students who
master these standards will perform at a proficient level or higher on the FCAT. If your
child is experiencing academic difficulty, it is imperative you communicate with your child’s
teachers and guidance counselor to seek ways to further support your child.

Regards
Gary Springer, Principal



IMPORTANT DATES — FEBRUARY

February 1 High School Open House-Second Semester, 5pm-7pm
February 1 Chorus Booster Club Meeting, 7pm, Room 402
February 2-4 Jr. Class College Tour

February 8 PTSO Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Cafeteria

February 9 Drama Booster Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Room 404
February 9 Report Cards Issued with Recommitment Forms

February 11 Middle School Valentine’s Dance, 6pm-9pm, Cafeteria
February 12 Jr. Class Hypnosis Show, 7pm, Auditorium

February 14 Sr. Class Renaissance Festival Field Trip
February 15 Band Booster Club Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Band Room
February 17 Open Enrollment Open House for Prospective Students & Parents, 5-7pm

February 18 SGA FASC Convention, Pace, FL

February 21 Holiday, No School

February 25 Interim Reports Issued

February 25 Recommitment Forms Due

February 24-26 HS Musical, “Into the Wood”, 7:00 p.m., Theatre

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Main Phone line 954-340-4100  Student Activities Director  954-340-4120
MS Attendance line  954-340-4128 MS Dean of Discipline 954-340-4118
HS Attendance line  954-340-4129 HS Dean of Discipline 954-340-4125
Guidance Office 954-340-4134  Nurse/Clinic 954-340-4107
ESE Department 954-340-4139  School Store 954-340-4123
Athletic Department  954-340-4106  Registrar 954-340-4108

DONATIONS WANTED

We are in need of the following items. Please note that for every $10 spent, 1 hour of
volunteer time will be given. All donations should be dropped off to Mrs. Hocker in the main
office.

First Aid Items (band-aids, feminine hygiene products, plastic baggies, etc.)
Manilla file folders- letter and legal size

Business Envelopes - #10

Address Labels — Avery 5160

Copy Paper (also colored copy paper)

Dry Erase Markers

General Office Supplies (paper clips, scotch tape, staples, etc.)
Navy or White Table Covers (long or round)

Plastic Utensils, Paper Plates, Cups, Napkins

Bottled Water

Gatorade

Crackers or Breakfast Bars (for clinic)

Store/Restaurant Gift Certificates



OPEN ENROLLMENT OPEN HOUSE

Please tell your friends and neighbors about our Open House for Open Enrollment planned
for Thursday, February 17" from 5:00 — 7:00 p.m. Prospective parents and students may
come at any time during these two hours as there is no formal presentation. Tours will be
given every 15 minutes beginning in the main lobby.

RECOMMITMENT FORMS

Recommitment forms will be sent home with your child’s report card on February 9™ To
ensure a spot for your child next year, it is imperative that the Recommitment Forms are
returned by the deadline date of February 25™. You may also recommitment online using
the Parent Access on the SIS System. It is extremely important that you include a valid
email address when recommitting online. This will provide you with a dated confirmation
page to keep for your records. Should you have any questions regarding the
recommitment process, please call Mr. Martin at 954-340-4108.

HOT TOPIC

In order to help serve your needs better, each month we will feature a question or concern
that we would like your opinion on. All responses should be sent to:
feedback@coralspringscharter.org.

This month’s topic: Communication — which form of communication do you feel works
best: SIS, Email, Phone Call, In-Person, Newsletter, Other. Do you have any other
suggestions for ways to communicate with the staff at Coral Springs Charter School?

November's topic: SIS - do you have trouble navigating SIS and if so what
problems/concerns do you have? What improvements would you suggest?

We appreciate your input and feedback!!


mailto:feedback@coralspringscharter.org

6" GRADE END OF THE YEAR FIELD TRIP

6" grade will again be heading to Orlando to visit Islands of Adventure this year in May
2011" The price includes transportation, admission ticket, meal ticket, taxes and tip.
Attendance on the trip is considered a reward for a job well done. Therefore, student
attendance on the trip will be based on grades from the 2" and 3™ quarters as well as
discipline issues. Any student who has received a grade below a “C” on either of these
quarters may be excluded from attendance. Any student who has had severe discipline
issues may be excluded from attendance on the trip as well. Final decisions will be made
by the administration. More information will be available in the coming months.

2011 MIDDLE SCHOOL YEARBOOK

The 2011 Middle School yearbook is now on sale. Order on or BEFORE February 15 to
receive a special reduced rate of $45. Price will go up after February 16. Fill in the
information below and return to either Mrs. Murray (257) or Mrs. Pullo (262) by the
deadline.

As an added feature you may now purchase your yearbook online using Visa or
MasterCard. Follow the link on the Coral Springs Charter School home page and click the
yearbook logo to the right (make sure you select Middle School) or you can go to
Yearbookforever.com and enter Coral Springs Charter Middle School. Personalization of
yearbooks is also available for a nominal fee through the website only.

**Also, there are still a few yearbooks remaining from last year (2010 Edition) that are
available to purchase for $20. Don’t miss out on your chance to own a CSCS yearbook.

**Make all Checks or Money Orders Payable to CSCS**

Name: Grade:

HR Teacher (Per 1)

# Of Yearbooks Ordered : Price per book:

Total # of Books ordered:




MLK ART CONTEST
Congratulations to the winners of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Art Contest. 2011 Theme:
"Live the Dream- Generation to Generation"

:

Category: High School Art Individual:
Best in Show: Hillary Nofil, 12th grade
1st place: Valerie Galeano, 12

2nd place: Taylor Clarke, 12

Honorable Mention: Nicole Archer, 12
Honorable Mention: Taylor Hollander, 12

TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES

So what IS the truth about “hoodies™? Well here is the “dish...”

The truth is that beginning next school year (2011-2012) Coral Springs Charter School will
no longer allow ANY “hoodies.” A “hoodie” is considered to be a sweatshirt or a jacket with
an attached hood. Our School Advisory Council (SAC) recently approved this new rule and
it will be included in the CSCS Addendum to the 2011-2012 Broward County Student Code
of Conduct. This decision is based on maintaining a safe school environment for our staff
and student body. The “hoods” hide one’s face making it difficult to identify individuals that
are on the school grounds.

Did You Know...?
Some students wear “hoodies” in an attempt to conceal the use of ear buds, cell phones
and other electronic devices which are not permitted during the school day?

If you can’t handle the truth, the consequence for wearing a “hoodie” beginning August
2011 is that the student will be asked to remove the garment and place it in their locker until
the end of the school day. Repeat offenders will be referred to the Dean of Students and
administrative actions will be taken.

Well folks, that was the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. The CSCS
Discipline Committee hopes this little tidbit will help shed some light upon some of your
qguestions regarding our Code of Conduct and what we at CSCS expect of our students. If
you have any other questions you may contact Ms. Washington, High School Assistant
Principal or Mr. Horn, Middle School Assistant Principal.



FREE/REDUCED LUNCH FORMS

Parents can apply for free/reduced lunch at any time during the year. Have your student
come by the front office and ask for a form. Parents can also pick these forms up at any
time. Students who are accepted for the free/reduced lunch program are also eligible to
receive fee waivers for the SAT and ACT exams. In addition, fee waivers for students on
free/reduced lunch are available for college applications. For more information contact our
guidance department.

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY

All students who maintain a 3.0 GPA will be eligible to join NJHS in the spring. Please note
that each applicant must have 30 hours of community service completed to be eligible for
membership.

HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK

The year is halfway over! Do not forget to order your yearbooks as soon as possible!
Prices are currently $70 and will go up once again to $80 come May 1*. Do not delay!
Yearbook order forms can be picked up by the panther or you can order online at
www.yearbookforever.com. If ordering online, a credit card may be used. If filling out a
paper form, please bring either cash or check to Ms. Moore in room 205, right next to the
panther in the main lobby.

Senior tributes are going fast! There are currently only a few spots remaining. |If
interested, please see Ms. Moore in room 205 or feel free to e-mail her at
tmoore@coralspringscharter.org.

CSCS READS (Reading Enriches Academic Development Success)

Read 6 novels (independent of the school curriculum) between February 1 and June 1, and
complete a typed or written response for each novel and hand it in to your Period 1 teacher
through SIS or in person. There will be a reward for all students who fulfill the requirements.
If you exceed the limit of books read, you will be entered into a special drawing to win a
new Kindle or Nook, gift cards or other prizes. The more you read, the more you can win.
For more information, please see your first period teacher.

——

So begin reading now....

ACE ACADEMY

Students who have already expressed an interest in the ACE Academy, will receive a
packet during the week of February 14, in time to schedule classes for next year. The ACE
Academy is a comprehensive program designed to provide students the essentials they
need to find success in a competitive and challenging college and business environment.
A four year commitment offers opportunities for Industry Certification, Life Skills
Development, Gold Seal and Business & Technology Scholarships and the Executive
Internship. For more information contact Mrs. Hoo at dhoo@coralspringscharter.org or call
954-340-4100.




FEBRUARY WITH THE HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL

Just a reminder that UNITOWN is February 19 to 21 (Monday February 21 is a holiday). If
interested, complete an application and send with a $50 check payable to the City of Coral
Springs to reserve a space. If your student is attending, the City will send need to know
details. Please check your mail. UNITOWN is highly rated by students who have attended
this once in a lifetime opportunity and we are sure your student will also enjoy it.

Black History=
NS istorys==
= Month ?)

February is also Black History Month and this year students will learn
about African-Americans and the Civil War. Student works will be on display in our Lobby
from February 16 to 23. For more information contact Mrs. Hoo at
dhoo@coralsprinsgcharter.org or call 954 340-4100

2011-2012 ACE EXECUTIVE INTERNSHIPS

We are pleased to share that we received many inquiries about the Executive Internships
as a result of the ACE Academy presentation at the HS Parent University in October. The
internship runs all year during period 4 and students get the opportunity to earn 2 honors
credits as well as gain invaluable experience for college/workforce/career. Juniors
interested in an Executive Internship in senior year should attend the Information Session
on February 8, at 1:35pm in the Auditorium. Sign up in Guidance and get a pass by
February 4. For more information contact Mrs. Hoo at dhoo@coralspringscharter.org or
call 954-340-4100.

GUIDANCE CORNER

Guidance/Parent Connection

All students can learn. A student who is troubled, however, cannot learn as easily. School
counselors can help. Divorce, substance abuse, child abuse, poverty, violence and suicidal
thoughts are among the social stressors placing numerous students at-risk of educational



failure and dropping out of school. Early intervention is essential, and parents and
guardians play a vital role. A guidance program that provides direct services and is directed
by a professionally trained school counselor is a critical component of a school’s prevention
efforts in the 21st century.

As a parent, your past experiences with a school counselor may be vastly different than
what your child will have. Today school counselors are certified, specially trained mental
health professionals who focus on prevention and wellness though a counseling program
that meets the needs of all students, not just a few. The counseling program addresses
three areas: academic, career and personal/social. School counselors advocate, mediate,
coordinate, consult, lead and collaborate with teachers, administrators and parents to help
students be successful. Professional school counselors also help children to understand
themselves.

But just what do school counselors do? Today’s school counselors:

 Develop a guidance plan based on a campus needs assessment

» Counsel students individually and/or in groups

* Provide systematic and developmental classroom guidance to all students

* Respond to student needs in crisis situations

» Orient students to new school settings

» Work with absentees, potential dropouts and other at-risk students

 Refer students to special programs and/or services when necessary

» Analyze test results to provide information about abilities, achievement, interests and
needs

 Help with individual school, college, and career plans; coordinate school-to-work initiatives
and with post-secondary institutions

 Coordinate efforts with other school specialists

» Conduct conferences with parents and facilitate parent discussion groups

» Coordinate staff support activities

» Adhere to ethical and legal standards

 Pursue continuous professional growth and development

« Conduct an annual evaluation of the guidance program

All of these activities and duties can make a real difference in students' lives, improving
their self-understanding and self-confidence, motivation, decision-making, goal-setting,
planning and problem solving, interpersonal relationships, communication skills, respect for
others and more.

Contacting the School Counselor

Parents contact a school counselor to help their children with a variety of issues, such as
academic achievement; new school registration, orientation and transition; test
interpretation; special needs; student crisis situations; family transitions; and higher
education issues.



When contacting a school counselor, parents often have many obstacles to overcome,
such as culture, language, and their own bad experiences in school, a lack of
understanding or feeling intimidated. Some parents may feel if they speak up and disagree
with educators, their child will have a harder time at school. Work schedules can also be
barriers to meeting with your child’s school counselor. However, school encourages
parental involvement, and the school counselor is the primary contact for many parents in
connecting with the school.

By focusing on parents’ concerns and respecting why these concerns matter to you, school
counselors offer options, including better ways to communicate with your child. Both
parents and counselors share information, an important part of establishing a helping
relationship. School counselors are excellent resources; however, they do not provide
therapy or long-term counseling. Referrals to outside agencies may be initiated at school.
School counselors are also advocates for children and provide information on parents’
rights, such as the right to request information.

Following are some questions you might want to ask your child’s school counselor:

* How is my child doing in school?

* What are my child’s strengths and weaknesses?

* Are there any areas of concerns or delayed development?

» What are my child’s goals for this year?

» What are some suggestions for action at home?

» What programs are available to help my child to do better?

» Does my child get along well with adults?

» Does my child get along well with his/her peers?

» What can | do to improve discipline at home?

* Are there ways | can improve communication with my child?

» What can | expect after a change in the family (death, divorce, iliness, financial status,
moving)?

« If my child is (running away from home, being disrespectful, having other problems), what
should | do?

» What resources are available at school?

« What resources are available outside of school?

* What do | need to do to prepare my child for college admission?

» What are the best resources for information on financial assistance and scholarships?
« What do | do? My child is (sad, not sleeping, not eating, overeating, has temper tantrums,
etc.)

« What do | do if | don’t like my child’s friends?

Studies have shown that children have greater academic achievement when their parents
are involved in their education. Motivation, positive attitudes about self and sense of control
over their environment improve with parental involvement in the schools.



You, the parent, are the most important resource for the school counselor and others. Your
involvement is critical in helping your child to be successful. Ask the school counselor how
you can be more involved in what is happening with your child’s education.

Brenda Melton, M.Ed., LPC, is a school counselor at Navarro Academy, an alternative school in San Antonio, Texas,
and a former board president of the American School Counselor Association.

11TH GRADE PARENTS

Save the Date-Tuesday evening, February 8th immediately following the scheduled PTSO
meeting

11th grade parent night Junior parents don't miss this once a year opportunity. We will
discuss important and critical information that all junior parents should know and
understand. Topics will include the college application process, financial aid, testing
requirements, our ACE academy and so much more. The guidance department will
present this vital information.

FCAT Parent Night

February 15" 7:00 pm -Important information focusing on the FCAT and new end of course
exams will be presented by our faculty and guidance department. Information on student
prep, local tutoring for the FCAT and so much more will be presented. This presentation is
designed for 6th-11th grade parents.

Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test®

Spring 2011 FCAT/FCAT 2.0 Reading/Mathematics/Science
Daily Test Administration Schedule

Day 1 — Monday, April 11

Grades 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 Reading

Day 2 — Tuesday, April 12
Grades 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 Reading

Day 3 — Wednesday, April 13
Grades 6, 7, 8 Mathematics
Grades 6, 7, 8 Mathematics
Grade 10 Mathematics — On-line
Grade 11 Science

Day 4 — Thursday, April 14
Grade 8 Science
Grade 10 Mathematics — On-line

Day 5 — Friday, April 15
Grade 10 Mathematics — On-line
All Grades Make-up Testing



Day 6 — Monday, April 18
Grade 10 Mathematics — Online
All Grades Make-up Testing

Day 7 — Tuesday, April 19
Grade 10 Mathematics — Online
All Grades Make-up Testing

Day 8 — Wednesday, April 20
All Grades Make-up Testing

Day 9 —Thursday, April 21
All Grades Make-up Testing

BRACE NEWS

On January 1st the FAFSA became available for students entering college for the 2011-
2012 school year. If you are unfamiliar with the FAFSA it is the only form needed to apply
for all federal aid. At times it can be confusing and overwhelming so we would like to
provide you with 3 different ways to receive FREE help!

1. Tuesday February 15th
Coral Springs Charter: A Day of Financial Aid Help (please see flyer)

2. Sunday February 20th
College Goal Sunday (http://www.collegegoalsundayflorida.org/)

3. Saturday February 26th
BCC's Financial Aid: From Start to Finish (please see flyer)

| hope you can attend one of these events and if you have any questions please do not
hesitate to contact Mrs. Smolka at 954-340-4114 or csmolka@coralspringscharter.org.

SENIORS please remember to apply for Bright Futures... NOWI!l Log on to
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/ua/SAWSTUA uaform.asp. It will only take 5
minutes. Keep in mind that you could be eligible to have 100% or 75% of your tuition
covered!!




FYI: All CSCS High School students need 80 volunteer hours in order to graduate. Feel
free to log onto www.volunteerbroward.org for organizations and business that are looking
for volunteers.

Attention juniors: Now is the time to start thinking about signing up for the SAT or ACT.
Please log onto www.collegeboard.com or www.act.org for test dates and registration
information.

Broward County BRACE scholarship bulletin:
http://www.coralspringscharter.org/documents/brace/Broward%20Schools%20Bulletin Jan
uary%203.pdf

PTSO NEWS

PARENT VOLUNTEER FORMS

You may pick up a parent volunteer form in the front office or at the school store. Don’t
forget you are required to do 20 hours per school year if you have one child in the school
and 30 hours per school year for two or more children. Forms are due no later than May
13, 2011. NO EXCEPTIONS!

Your child will not be able to return for the 2011-2012 school year, if you do not hand in a
completed Parent Volunteer Form to Mrs. Barbuto by the due date. No Exceptions!
***Seniors will not be able to participate in the Graduation Ceremony if Parent
Volunteer Hours are not completed.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

**Volunteers are needed in the copy room. Please contact Sandra O’Connor at
sokrafty@bellsouth.net

**\/olunteers needed for uniform presale Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday May 10-12
from 5:00 — 7:30. Please contact Louisa Barbuto at |Ibarbuto@coralspringscharter.org

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Tuesday, February 8 — PTSO Meeting 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria

Tuesday, March 8 — PTSO Meeting 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria

Tuesday, April 12 — PTSO Meeting 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, May 10, 11 & 12 — Uniform Presale 5:00 — 7:30
(receive 3 hours/child for purchasing 2 uniform items)

Monday, May 13 — All Parent Volunteer Forms due



http://www.volunteerbroward.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.act.org/
mailto:lbarbuto@coralspringscharter.org

LIBRARY NEWS
We have 2 paid programs for February:

Feb 10. Edible Valentines. Make a sweet treat for your valentine. Ages 12-18. 3-4 p.m.

Feb 24. Scrunch a Scrap Bracelets. Make a recycled bracelet from latex balloon scraps.
Ages 12-18. 2:45-3:45 p.m.

Celebrate the Library’s 10 Year Anniversary, we invite you to meet local Romance and
Mystery Authors at the Northwest Regional Library and celebrate the Library’s 10 year
anniversary on Saturday, February 5, 2011 from 1 to 3p.m. Come and listen to them speak
about their craft and ask questions. You’'ll have a chance to buy their books and win prizes.
This program is presented by Florida Romance Writers, Inc. For information contact: Lillian
at (954) 341-3900 ext. 249.

Our Music Our Culture...A Multimedia Journey through Jazz History, 6 to 7 p.m. in
Multipurpose Room at Northwest Regional Library on February 7, 2011. Join us and take a
multimedia journey through the history of jazz from early 1900’s to today. Many jazz artists
and their struggles are explored (including Louis Armstrong, Miles Davis, Charlie Parker,
and John Coltrane) via the usage of PowerPoint slide shows, live music performance, and
classic jazz recordings. An emphasis is placed on visiting the African American roots of
jazz. Learn why jazz has been called, “America’s Classical Music”. This is a Black History
Month program. For information contact: Lillian at (954) 341-3900 ext. 249. This program
Is co-sponsored by the Friends of the Coral Springs Libraries.

Special Library’s 10th Anniversary Concert, 3 to 4:30pm in Multipurpose Room at
Northwest Regional Library on February 19, 2011. Come join us for this celebration and
get entertained by the classical music of Mei Mei Luo of Delray String Quartet and high
school students. Light refreshments will be served, courtesy of the Friends of the Coral
Springs Libraries. For information contact: Majid at (954) 341-3900 ext. 250.



Coral Springs Charter School
A Day of Financial Aid Help

February 15th, 2011

12pm-4pm
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Getielp paying for college

Submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

+ Start or continue your FAFSA
+ Correct your FAFSA
+ Check the status of your FAFSA, and more...

In order to attend you must register at
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZROK6CR

Or

Contact Mrs. Smolka at 954-340-4114 or via
email at csmolka@coralspringscharter.org

Who, What, When, Where

Who:

Robin Blank,
Representative from the
DOE, Office of Financial Aid

What:

Can assist PARENTS with
questions in regards to the
FAFSA. Please bring both
parent & student:

1. Social Security numbers

2. W-2 Forms & other records of
money earned

3. Current Federal Income Tax Returns
4. Untaxed income records

5. Bank statements

6. Other investment records

7. Alien registration or permanent resi-
dent card (if not U.S. citizens)

When:
Tuesday February 15, 2011
12:00pm-4:00pm

Where:

Coral Springs
Charter School Room 133

*Space is limited*




® Complete and submit your Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) in one afternoon!

® Bring your 2010 tax returns and/or W-2 forms if ready.

® Financial aid presentations offered in English, Spanish, and Creole.

® Scholarships/Florida Bright Futures presentations.

® All financial aid questions will be answered.

SATURDAY, February 26, 2011 w

o)

Broward College North Campus
1000 Coconut Creek Parkway Building #46

Coconut Creek, FL 33066
Broward County . For questions or further information: BROWARD
Public Schools ) www.broward.edu/sfs ® 954.201.7200 COLLEGE




